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(a) «ns | (b) - -
] . gﬁ?‘ s Observed from Figure 3, the proposed strategies: EFS and EEFS are significantly
e, superior to RS. The correctness of EFS is close to 70 percent when r<15 cm.
fooip As 7 increases, the curve of EFS is close to EEFS and it can reach nearly 85 percent.
e The main reason is that the contributions of end users’ feedbacks will be reduced when
02 fgne-s the relaxing of 7 reaches some point.
00 On the other hand, in the four sub figur&e of Fi 1gure 3 1t 1S wsy to dlscover that for

@ B - 3y larger than 25. The reason has the followmg two issues. The ﬁrst one is because w1th
05 Jpe-te . S : ¢ the increasing of queries times the queries results have achieved the “best” solution and
333; o ’ ' 333: ) it cannot optimize the results further even though increasing the users’ feedbacks.
§os{t §oslpen, . . The second one is that when the queries times are large enough, increasing the users’
e ¥ " g feedbacks are invalid to increase the correctness, once the data provided by the data
o " sources are all error. The results selected from them are certainly the wrong choices.
O e o m 1w o m s s s 1 1hiS problem can be resolved by introducing the existing mechanisms to help data
i S sources improve their “bad” data.

Notes: (a) t=10cm; (b) = 15cm; (¢) t=20cm; (d) t=30cm
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Discussion

‘'The academic debate on supply chain skills started by Murphy
and Poist (1991) and van Hoek (2001) is still ongoing (Bak
and Boulocher-Passet, 2013; Myers er al., 2004; Sohal, 2013;
Dubey and Gunasekaran, 2015). An understanding of the
“bigger picture” of supply chain skills is deemed to be
necessary to bridge the gap between the supply chain needs
|land associated skills required (Bak and Boulocher-Passet,
2013). Previous research on supply chain management skills
covered the USA, Australia and the Far East (Bak and
Boulocher-Passet, 2013) with few providing a general outlook
on UK supply chain skills needs (van Hoek, 2001; van Hoek
et al., 2011). Hence, the current study based on a UK
university has provided an insight into the skills impact and
changing focus on key supply chain skills in an increasingly
competitive global environment.

G WEnvLicilys Wil SUALIL @ISU Li@viim CAPUSWLL LU wUinpiace
stress through undertaking an industrial placement year.
Although graduates are well equipped with technical supply
chain skills, the findings supported a greater emphasis towards
the behavioural, decision-making and people management
skills, highlighting key areas for further research. The
inclusion of skills identified (behavioural, decision-making
and people management skills), business ethics and specialist
training (i.e. six sigma, CPC) can be further developed
through innovative and collaborative relationships between
industry and higher education, such as mentorship schemes
and company based projects.

First, the changing competitive global environment indicated
the inclusion of new supply chain skills requiring specialist
training in areas such as lean, six sigma, CPC and regulations. An
understanding of the application of regulations has been
identified as a crucial requirement as part of decision-making
skills, especially in relation to national and international laws and
regulations (e.g. environment, exports, imports) and rules and
regulations involving health and safety and employment law
because many management decisions are bound by both external
laws and internal rules and regulations.

Second, the findings indicated that not all skills are weighted
equally and different levels of emphasis have been placed by the
respondents on the identified skills. For example, although
previously identified as a key enabler within the supply chain
(Bowersox, 2002; Kirby, 2003; Mangan and Christopher, 2005),

However, it should be noted that the findings are relevant to
one UK-based university setting and its stakeholders based on
25 skills assessed and may not reflect other UK universities,
where variances across supply chain teaching might exist
(Mangan and Christopher, 2005). Indeed, a need for a wider
UK based study was evident through successive calls by
researchers undertaking studies on supply chain management;
current education provision, practitioner viewpoints; future
supply chain skills needs and collaboration between industry
and teaching (van Hoek ez al, 2011; Bak and Boulocher-
Passet, 2013). Hence, the findings of the study need to be
tested in a wider UK higher education setting.

Conclusion and research implications

This study began with a discussion of existing supply chain
skills identified in the academic literature. The discussion
surrounding supply chain skills needs is not new (Bowersox,
2002; Kirby, 2003; Mangan and Christopher, 2005; van Hoek
et al., 2011; Bak and Boulocher-Passet, 2013), although the
emphasis on specific skills areas has evolved over time. Supply
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establish the research-practice gap
as an intellectual challenge. This is
the main theme of the paper and it
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this gap beyond the surface level.
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#tiE1: Language: By adding the word “projected” the flow of
information has been improved.

#7E2: Article usage: A superlative adjective is preceded by the
definite article “the.”

#£7%3: Language: The formal phrase “the next” suits the
academic tone of the document.

#tyE4: Typographical error: The spelling error has been
eliminated.

#£7E5: Grammar: The correct form of the verb (“preparing”) has
been used here.

#t7E6: Article usage: Since “market” is used in the business
context, the definite article has been added.

#£7E7: Grammar: The singular verb form “is” matches the
singular subject “growth.”

#£7E8: Grammar: “rapid” describes the adjective “increasing”;
hence, the suffix “-ly” has been added.

#£3%9: Typographical error: The spelling error has been
eliminated.
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